[Colloid cysts in the 3rd ventricle: a microsurgical series and new perspectives].
Colloid cysts are rare benign CNS lesions (0.5-2% of tumors), mostly located within the third ventricle. Although sometimes asymptomatic they may cause life-threatening complications and sudden death and therefore require active treatment in the vast majority of cases. Microsurgical removal warrants excellent radicality at low morbidity/mortality rates but emerging neuroendoscopic techniques have been applied successfully worldwide although longer follow-up of these patients is needed. We present out personal microsurgical series from last decade and discuss the results in the light of current knowledge and preliminary neuroendoscopic experiences.